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” Back Rab iu Ruſſel· ſtreet, 
Covent- Garden. 


Sir Fx ANIS FRIENDLY, Dr. HE ART TREE, 


and Mr. SNIPSNAP. 


Sir FR AN CIS FRIENDLY, 
ENT LEMEN, I am very glad 
s fee you. You were at the 
Play laſt Night I carried my 

Wife and my Niece thither. — 
We are e ſtrangely divided in our Opinions, 
about the new Entertainment. You'll 
oblige me much, by giving me yours. 

Dr. Heartfree. Why really, Sir Francis, 
I ſhall give you mine very freely. I think, 
if honeſt Daved could, as a Poet, have con- 
trived to get a large Quantity of the Waters 


© Lethe behind the Scenes, he had beſt have 


B brought 


N | 1 

ö brought it out; and as a Manager, prevailed 
upon the Audience to have drank each a Cup 
of it to prevent future Prejudices.— There 
was a Time when I admired him. But, 

with me, I muſt confeſs, the Poet has done 
the Buſineſs both of the Player and of the 
Fatentee. 

Sir Fran. Friendly, Your Sentiments, 
Doctor, upon the Point! in Queſtion. 

Dr. Heartfree. Juſt the Reverſe of my 
Friend here. -I always liked the Man, be- 
cauſe I thought he had Merit, and now I 
am ſo much pleaſed with ho as an Author, 
that I am ſure he will for the future, give 
me double Pleaſure as an A&or. His Piece 
ſeems to be a Copy of one of Lucian's 
Dialogues ; and as from the Action it moves 
us more, methinks it ought not to charm 
us leſs. Inſtruction, is the Buſineſs of the 
Stage, and therefore in minding that he minds 
his own Buſineſs, and at the ſame Time puts 

us on minding ours. 

Mr. Snipſnap. Ha! ha ! ha! The firſt 
Time that ever I knew Buſineſs and the 

. Play-Houſe brought together; why now 

I thought we went there to forget Buſineſs, 
and to Church to hear Sermons? T hen, 

for Lucian, I'Il be hanged if he knows any 
more of him than I do. WALSH's Hoſpital 
for Fools, and Sir Joun VAnBRUGH's #/op, 
furniſhed the Materials, DopsL.ty's Toy- 

Shop 


(3) 
Shop was the Original, and this but a Copy. 
For my Part, I looked upon a Dramatick 
Satire, to be in Effect a Libel upon the 
Stage The Inſpector would have inter- 
poſed, if the Author's Abuſe had not fallen 
upon the Nation. 3 
Sir F. Friendly. Indeed, Mr. Snipſnap, 
you are too hard upon poor David. Let 
him have come by it how he would, the 
Fable appears to me very eaſy and natural. 
I dare ſay, there is not a fine Gentleman in 
the Kingdom, who at the Age of Forty, 
would not drink a Gallon of the Waters of 
Lethe to forget, rather than a Bottle of 
Champagne to the Remembrance of his paſt 
Life ; the Thought therefore was natural 
enough, | oh 
Mr. Snipſuap. Not in Reſpect to the 
Ladies ſure, for I never knew an old Wo- 
man in my Life, that did not delight in 
thinking of, and repeating the Follies of her 
Youth. The Widow Evergreen, over the 
Way, would not be deprived of the Retro- 
ſpect of her Amours, upon any Conſide- 
ration under Heaven, but that of repeating 
them.—Nor am ] quite certain, Sir Francis, 
that you are perfectly right, as to the Men; 
there is our old Acquaintance George Goatiſb 
is never weary of talking of what he has 
been paſt acting theſe thirty Vears. 
B 2 e 
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Dy. Heartfree, Then he has this more 
need of the Waters, Mr. Suipſnap; and as 
for Mrs. Evergreen, if we had but a Jr of 
them, I would prevail upon Sir Francis, to do 
what he never did, lay his Commands upon 
his Lady to engage her to drink Tea "Ow 
this Afternoon. 
Sir F. Friendly. pray, Gaps, come 
a little to Particulars ; what think you of 
the Poet ? 

Mr, Snipſnap. Why, his is a damned Cha- 
rater upon the very Face of it. 

Dr. Hearifree. True, Mr. Snipſnap ; but 
it is not a dead Character for all that. — 


| There are ſome C7iticks too now living, 


that it would prove a great Comfort to the 
World, if a Bottle of this Water could be 
as eaſily provided for them as a Bottle of 
Pyrmont.—lt is but a Fable, and that's the 
Misfortune.—— What an Advantage would 
it be to themſelves, or at leaſt to Society, if 

ſome troubleſome People could be but taught 
to forget?! : 

Mr. Snipſnap. Lord, Sir! you are in 
love with this Fellow to Madneſs. Now to 
me bis Poet is his e Character, and I think 
every new Farce he writes, is a Proof that 
the laſt is not the 4wor/? that could be writ- 
ten: His Lying Valet was poor, his Mi/s in 
ber Teens Traſh, his Lethe fetched from Hell, 
and I wiſh it and bim both at the Devil 
Why, Sir, you talk of Society; this Fellow's 

5 . iS 
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an Enemy to Society, he makes us all a 
Jeſt to one another, 

Sir F. Friendly. There, Mr. Snipſaap, 
you have hit it, that's poor David's Crime; 
he has a Knack of ſhowing People as zhey 
are, and they can't bear it. Queen Beſs, 
when ſhe grew old, would not ſuffer a Look- 
ing-Glaſs in her Palace; ; but in the preſent 
Age People can't endure Mirrors while the 
are young. But conſider, dear Mr. Snipſnap, 

it is the Monſter makes the Nr why 
then would you break the Glas? 
Doctor Heartfree. Look ye, Mr. Snip- 
ſnap, this ſame Poet is a pert, prating, pre- 
tending Poet? ſuch a one as you may meet 
in the Mall every Day ; he miſtakes the wild 
Flights of a troubled Imagination for fine 
Strokes of Wit, aa impudent Abuſe of high 
Characters for exalted Satire, and would fain 
hide his own Vices by expoſing thoſe of 
other People. — Do you think David was in 
the Wrong to drag this Fellow ont of his 
Obſcurity, and expoſe him upon the Stage? 
—— There cannot be a more laudable Diver- 
ſi n than hunting ſuch Vermin. 

Sir Francis Friendly. Well, but what ſay 
you to the O/d Man ? That is certainly 
a real Character; old Mr. Sk:nj/:nt that died 
but t'other Day ſeems to have fat for it, he 
who employed his Thoughts in deceiving 
his Friends as long as he lived, and cheated 
his Berber upon his Death-bed. 5 

Mr, 
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Mr. Snipſnap. Why really that Character 
is not much amiſs. I was thinking that an 
honeſt Friend of mine in Ve eftminſter had 
fat for it; but now I think of it, he ever 
had a Friend to deceive; and as for his Fa- 
mily, cheating them, perhaps, would have 
been no Inju/iice. But by the Way, = 
there not a little Confuſion in it ? — The 
old Fellow does not well know what he 
would be at. — He does not remember 

what he would forget. — Sometimes tis 
that he muſt die, and anon how he came by 
his Money. 

Doctor Heartfree, And can there be any 

thing more natural? When a Man feels a 
 thoufand Stings in his Conſcience, and his 
Body is crazy into the Bargain; is Incohe- 
rence a Blunder or a Beauty? Put the Caſe 
to Sir William Luteſtring, which of his Acti- 
ons he would forget, and nothing would 
Zzzle him more, unleſs it was to find one 
he could conſent to remember. 
Sir Francis Friendly. Hold, Gentlemen, 
you begin to be outrageous. —— I find Sa- 
fire is catching, — Let us proceed to the 
next Character, 

Mr. Snipſnap. What, the fine Gentleman! 
——— Why I look upon that to be ſheer Abuſe. 
———FEgad I don't know but a great Part of 
the Audience had a Right to beat him for 


- Shall a little ſaucy impertinent Fel- 
low, 


. 
Z 
[ 


the Players ſtarve. 
Rebellion in his own Theatrical Domi- 


£72 
low, who lives by the Waſte of our Time; 
reſume to ridicule us for the Uſe we make 
of it ?—'S death, I wiſh it was a Faſhion to 
go to a City Lecture, I am ſure I'd make 
one, and enable the Non Cons to feaſt while 
That would raiſe a 


nions. | 


Dr. Heartfree, But, my good Friend, is 


not your Anger raiſed from a very different 


| . Cauſe than that which you aſſign? 


Mr. Snipſnap. How ſo, dear Doctor? 

Doctor Heartfree. Why David would not 
let you wa/e your Time.——He would needs 
make you improve it. — A ſad Offence 
indeed. And then for the Lecture, how 
could you bear that, when you could not 
bear His ?- If, indeed, you could find 
ſuch another Friar Bungay as preached a 
late CouRT Sermon it might do. — Such a 
Preacher would regale all the dull De- 
bauchees in Town, and leave the Sage ta. 
entertain Perſons of Taſte and Virtue. _ 
Sir Francis Friendly. Upon my Word I 
was of Opinion, that this Character was a 
little outrageous. — But my Niece Meliſſa 
convinced me of the contrary ; ſhe told me 


ſhe was ſure it was drawn for my Ld Szrut ; 


and the very Moment that ſhe mentioned 
him, I was ſatisfied the Character was not 
out of Nature. Lady Friendly reckoned 


up 


(8) 


up two or three more; and when my Re- 
collection was once awakened, I med con- 
feſs I grew in Pain for the Author, leſt 
ſome of this numerous Fraternity ſhould get 
him into their Clutches, and exhibit a ſe- 
| cond Time the Scene at the Lebect's Head. 
Mr. Snipſnap. So then you think it ex- 
tremely reaſonable that the Manners of Peo- 
ple of Quality ſhould be ridiculed, their 
Foibles expoſed, and every thing they do 
cenſured, by every little Fellow that takes 
himſelf to be a Wit. At this Rate, Sir, 
what does Birth, Title, Rank, Place, or 
Seat in either Houſe Genify ? 
Doctor Heartfree, Nothing, Sir, if a Man 
poſſeſſes them without Deſert. - Such 
a worthleſs Fellow libels his Species and the 
Conſtitution, and is therefore very juſtly be- 
low the Notice of the Laws, and delivered 
up to the Contempt of Mankind. This, 
Sir, is a Writ of Repriſal that Virtue ifſues 
againſt Fortune. 
Mr. Snipfnap. And ſo your beloved Au- 
thor dwindles into a Catebpole. 
Sir Francis Friendly. An Officer of Tuſ- 
tice, if you pleaſe, who by a proper Autho- 
rity ſeizes ſuch as would impoſe upon the 
Vulgar for fine Gentlemen, and thereby bring 
into Diſcredit a Character they never had. 
But what ſay you to the next dcene 8 


Fe | 


427 
Enter Lady Friendly and Meliſſa. 

Meliſſa. Good-morrow, Uncle; your Ser- 
vant Doctor; Mr. Snipſnap your Servant.— 
Perhaps we N you were ſomewhat 
loud. Politicks, I ſuppoſe, or Philoſophy. 
O no! upon that Subject People are ſeldom 
ſo much in earneſt. 

Lady Friendly, Shall we withdraw Sir 
Francis? 

Sir F. Friendly. By no Means, my Dear; 
we were talking of the Entertainment laſt 
Night, and were got as far as the Scene of 
Mrs. Tatoo and her Huſhand. 

Meliſſa. Upon my Word the only tole- 
rable Part of the Thing. Mrs. Tatco is a 
Girl of Spirit, and talks very naturally. But 
inſtead of a Drum, methinks the Author 
might have afforded the Man a Pair of Co- 
lours. A giddy Wench, his Helpmate, to 
be ſure, but has ſome very agreeable Flights, 
L and then Matrimony is fo well deſcribed. 
Lady Friendly. True Niece,-— ſuch Ma- 
trimony. Then methinks you are a little 
too ſqueamiſh about the Drum, it's not ſo 
long ago that a Lady of Quality and For- 
tune threw herſelf away upon a Valet de 
Chambre, and ſhewed herſelf afterwards a 
very Mrs. Tatoo in Fickleneſs as well as 
Fondneſs,—But alas! good Senſe and Puri- 
ty of Manners are the Effects of a ſtrict 
be 4] = "ws 
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„ 
Education, and that is now out of F aſhion; 
Girls are leſt to themſelves almoſt from the 


Time they go alone, and in conſequence of 
that, are but bizger Girls all their Lives. 


Mr. Snisſuap. With Submiſſion to your 
Ladyſhip, methinks the Sex never made a 
brighter Figure than they do at preſent, 


| Heretofore it was all Conſtraint, now we ſee 


them as they are,and admire them for being 
what they ſeem.——Foils and Candle Light 


are requiſite to give Luſtre to falſe Stones, 


but Brilliants need none of theſe Contri- 
vances to add to their Beauty, 5 


Lady Friendly. Very true, Mr. Snipſuap 3 ; 
but even Diamonds receive that Brightneſs 


for which they are admired from being po- 


liſhed, which I have been told is a Work 
of Difficulty, and are beſides capable of 
great Improvements from their Setting. — 

Your Simile is indeed very pretty and plea- 
ſant, but, as you ſee, not abſolutely juſt, 
Even Pebbles, when they fall Zows 


the Hands of great Artiſts, diſcover ſuch 
Beauties, as render them ltle inferior in 


ghtneſs and in Value to precious Stones, 

Dr. Heartfree. Spoken like a Woman 
of Senſe, and one who ſets a true Value upon 
her Sex. — Mrs. Tatoo is a downright female 
Savage. A rough Diamond that ſparkles 


through its flinty Coat, and diſcovers juſt 


ſo much of its native Luſtre, as makes ug 


7 regref 


4420 | 
regtet the Want of thoſe Advantages that 
might have been beſtowed upon it. 

Meliſſa. For my Share I hate Art. The 
wildeſt Proſpects give the greateſt Pleaſure. 
When People have once learned to diſguiſe 
their Tempers, we never know what they are 
_ tillit is too late. That ſhe married the Man was 
a Proof ſhe liked him; and the Obligation 
ſhe conferred upon him ought to render ham 
indulgent to her Failings. We are none of 
us perfect; and methinks there is a laudable 
Sincerity in not pretending to it. Mr. Ta- 
too gives himſelf Airs that by no Means be- 
come him; but as they are natural and co- 
pied from the Life, they ſhew us what 
ingrateful Creatures Men are, when Female 
Frailty has given them Power. 

Sir F. Friendly. Bleſs me, Niece, how 
you talk ! Can you expect that ſuch 
Boarding-School Elopements can end others 
wiſe than in Miſery ? Are Girls to think 
of marrying as ſoon as they have parted 
with their Babies? —— Is there any thing 
in Nature that can ſhock a well-meaning 
Mind more than ſuch impertinent Beha- 
viour ? Don't thoſe forward Girls firſt 
ſhame their Families by imprudent Mar- 
riages, next ſhame their Husbands by their 
Imprudencics after Marriage, and thereby 
double the Shame of ſuch as have the 

— YT. | Miſ- 


for your Amuſement. 


„ 
Misfortune to be related to them? How 
hapleſs in this Age is the Lot of Parents! 


M,. Snipſnap. Dear Sir Francis, you be- 


len, have different Inclinations; and be- 


lieve me, with all the Education in the 
World, Madam Tatoo would ſtill have had 
her Follies, tho' perhaps her Follies might 


have been of a different Kind. Beſides, 
with all their Follies there is ſomething ſo 
bewitching in the Sex, that 5 

Lady F. You can't help being diverted 


with them for a little while, —— When 
weary with one ſet of Follies you ſeek Re- 


lief from another, and fancy you are mak- 


ing a Compliment to the Ladies, when you 


tell us in plain Engliſb, Nature meant them 


Purpoſe truly! and the Women muſt have 
very elevated Ideas that can pique them- 


ſelves upon diverting one Coxcomb af- 


ter another, and in practiſing ſuch ridicu- 


| lous Sallies of Humour as may render them 
the Subject of Laughter to thoſe who ſtand 
in che very ſame Light to their own Sex, 


an are only tolerable at ſuch Seaſons as 
Tine itſelf is a Burthen, —— But Women 


vom Nature has not neglected, and 
wife Falent; have been improved, fcorn 


„ Meliſſa. 


lien Prailes. 


gn to be too ſerious.— Women, as well as 


A very noble 
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( 13 ) 
Meliſſa. Oh the Bleſſings of a regular Edu- 
7 cation ! Firſt the Horn-book, then the Samp- 
ler, next the French Spelling- book, then 
3 Scrawling, then Dancing, then the Spinnet, 
and ſoon from one thing to another, till we 
have learned twenty Accompliſhments, 
which are all knocked on the Head by the 
2 Prudiſh Maxim, that it is a Crime to w/e 
7 them, To what End all the Plagues of 
Learning, if after we have run through 


them; it's indecent to read a Novel, its ſcan- 


a dalous to write a Billetdoux, paſt bearing to 


XY go to a Ball with a Friend; and downright 


2 Impudence not to tell a Man one likes, that 
we can't bear him? OY, 
Dr. Heartfree. Indeed, Madam, the 
Picture you have drawn is not at all plea- 
2 ſing; but if you will be pleaſed to conſider, 
that Giddineſs is the readieſt Road to Care; 
that unſeaſonable Mirth certainly ends in 
Sorrow; that liking at firſt Sight is no hap- 
py Omen for living together without Quar- 
7 rels; and that, after all, it is better to take 
Advice in our Youth, than to collect it 
from Experience, which is very truly ſaid to 
be the Miſtreſs of Fools, becauſe Fools on- 
ly ſtand in need of her Lectures; you will 
find your Reaſoning will lead to no juſt 
Concluſion. | 


Sir 
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Me is. 
for what End, and how: long? — That f 


till ſhe is undone. — Then comes a Time 


Reputation ?—No, Meliſſa, take my Word 


CT - ; 
Sir F. Friendly. Pray, Niece, what do | 
you think of Mrs, Tatoo's Deſcription of a 


fine Lady? 3 
Meliſſa Pretty enough, and not quite | 


wide of the Thing.—She — what many | 


only think. 
Sir F. Friendly. Very well, and do you 


imagine afine Lady, at leaſt ſuch a fine Lady, 
can be amiable in any Eyes but her own? 
... Meliſſa, Perhaps ſhe may'nt defire it. 


hut to be ſure, Uncle, ſhe will be told 
Sir E. Friendly. Aye, dear Niece, but | 


ſhe may be deceived, and not diſcover it, 


of being ſerious in ſpite of her Teeth, — 
What has ſhe to do then, Niece ? _— 7 
Meliſſa. Why, ſhe may be a fine Lady 
- 


Nill, if ſhe had but Senſe enough to 


preſerve her Fortune, —— She may be 8 
tired with their Approbation who ceaſe to fe 


approve her, -and find others. | 
Lady Friendly. What ! if ſhe has loſt her 


for it, Hoydens that begin the World madly JC 
lead a ſhort Life in Miſery, and are ſure to f. 
die wretched. There is not in Nature fo # 
idle and ſo fantaſtic a Being as a fine Lady. 
Her Charms attract many Flatterers, but no 
Admirers ; 3 ſhe may confer Favours, but 
never 


(15). 
do never Obligations; thoſe of her own Stamp 
\ 7 will be the firſt to expoſe her; ſuch as are 
wiſer muſt neceſſarily laugh at her, and 
ie only a few great and beneficent Minds may 
ny | condeſcend to pity her, and to wiſh that 
her Follies may end in forcing her upon 
ou ſo much Recollection as may ſerve to make 
dy, her pity and deſpiſe herſelf —Such is the 
? Beginning, Progreſs, and End of a fine 
It. Lady, who without a Metaphor, by that 
old Time ſhe arrives at the Noon of Life, would 
think a Cup of Lethe the fineſt Liquor in 
but : the Worid, provided after ſhe had drank 
hat Þ herſelf, ſhe could recommend it to her 
it, F riends.— For Oblivion is certainly prefera- 
me ble to Infamy. 
2 Mr. Snipſnap. I am quite tired with mo- 
 Fralizing, let us go on. The French Mar- 
ady quis is a Character equally new and natural, 
to except that it is to be found in moſt of 
be Sbadæwell's and Sedley's Plays, and that very 
: to ſew Engliſh Gentlemen are capable of miſ- 
taking a Barber for a Man of Quality, 
her Dr. Heartfree, Your Remark would 
'ord be perfectly deciſive, if in ſpite of fo many 
adly Cautions as we have received, we did not 
> toFice ſuch Miſtakes made every Day.—Every 
: fo Body knows, that want of Civility to Stran- 
ady. gers, is want of Decency, and what can 
t NO proceed from nothing but want of Senſe. 
but But there is a wide Difference between good 
ever 5 HhBreeding, 
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of our Friends. Beſides, are we ever the bet- F 


Manner as remote from Truth, as from the 


( 16 ) | 
Breeding and Affection; that Reſpect r 

is due to a Stranger, and the Careſſes that 
ought to be reſerved for the beſt and deareſt 


ter for ĩt? Has not one of the moſt illuſtrious } 
Wits of France diſtinguiſhed us by the glo- 
rious Title of the Nation of Dupe: ? and 
did not a little trifling Writer t'other Day, 
raiſe a Reputation amongſt the great Vulgar i 
over all Europe, by repreſenting us in a 


Gratitude which ought to have been paid to 
thofe Perſons of Diſtinction who had loaded 
them with Kindneſſes? After ſuch Inſtan- 
ces as theſe, ought we not to be cautious? 
Nay, if this Caution went even to Coldneſs, 
who would Foreigners have to thank for it; 
but themſelves ?-— What ſay you, Mr. Snip- 
Jnap, am I not in the right? and is not 
the Author in the right too? 

Mr. Snipſnap. * Grant every 
Fact that you have advanced, and every Ar. 
gument you raiſe, and all you ſay is certain- 
ly right. Juſt fo it is with your admired! 
Author, he afſumes a - Cheracter, behaves 


ridieulouſly in hat Character; and then; 


thinks the #2r/d muſt conclude the Charact 


er /idiculous. But ſuppoſe the World ſhould 
not be inclined to admit either his Conclu- 


FS | | 
bi 


ſion or yours, what then ? 


he is a Stranger. 


Sir E. Friendly. Dear Mr. Snipſiap, in- 


ſtead of new ſtating, you have ſhifted the 
Queſtion. If the Doctor's Facts are Facts, 
and if the Character David has drawn is 
natural, their Concluſions are juſt; and it is a 
hundred to one the World thinks ſo, unleſs their 
Prejudices are very ſtroug indeed, and even 
that will abate nothing of the Strength of 
the Doctor's Argument, or the Juſtice of 


David's Ridicule.— Opinions very often vary, 


but Things hardly ever change their Na- 
tures, | PEP 5 

Meliſſa But, dear Uncle, ſuppoſing the 
Men at Liberty to do what they will, is it 


neceſſary that we Women ſhould hate all 
Outlandiſb Creatures ?—Muſt we run away 


at the Sight of a Foreigner, as Country- 


Wenches do from Soldiers? Or if a French 


Marquis is inclined to /þea# to one, muſt 
we call him Names in return for his Civility ? 


II was taught better than this, Uncle, 


even at the Boarding-School. | 

Sir F. Friendly. By no Means, Niece.— 
You ought to be civil to a Stranger, becauſe 
But, methinks, there 
the Obligation ceaſes. Complaiſance may 
be ſometimes as a great a Fault as 1//-breed- 


ing. If a Foreigner has Merit, he will ſhew 


it, and Reſpect is due to Merit wherever it 


is found. But to Grimace, Impertinence, 


D | Fiddling, 
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titude and Politeneſs, 


Is it not ſo Sir ?-——— {Curtcjes.) 
£ — © 


(18) 
Fiddling, Contempt of your own Nation, 
crying up the Manners of his Country, and 
making French Senſe the Standard of Rec- 
| ——there is nothing 
due but Pity decently expreſſed. —- Befides 


a Stranger owes it to himſelf, to have pro- 


per Recommendations, without theſe he can- 
not expect Admittance into good Company, 
for if he ſhould, his Valet de Chambre drefled 
in his caſt Cloaths, has as good a Title to 
„ „ 
Meliſſa. Oh law ! If this Doctrine ſhould 
revail abroad, what a fine Time our tra- 
velling Gentry would have of it? | 


Dr. Heartfree, J ſhould be very well 


content, Madam, if that was the Rule. 
Treat Foreigners as they treat you, be but 


as much inclined to ſee heir Faults, as they 


are to ſee ours, and it will juſtify all that I 
have advanced. You have read French 


Authors, and you know how we are 


treated. You ſee what an Opinion they 


have of our Temper, our Underſtandings, 
and our Manners.— The Engliſb ſay they are 
gloomy, buried in Speculations, and incapa- 
ble of Sprightlineſs or Gaiety. 

Meliſſa. And you would have us deſpije 


and maltreat them, in order to ſhew— 


that we are juſt what they fake us to be.— 


ir 
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Sir Francis Friendly. No,” ſweet Niece, 
nothing like it, we only argue againſt adopt- 
ing their Manners, that they may like 
ours, There is no reaſon in the Thing— 
_ Manners are the joint Effects of Climate, 
Education, and Conſtitution..— Theſe are 
all natural to every Nation, and it is fit 
and juſt they ſhould be ſo, and therefore 
to attempt wearing the Manners of one 
Country in another, is unnatural and Af- 
fectation. We ſee and know the bad Effects 
of this, we ſuffer by it, and therefore we 
ought to avoid it. French Influence in more 
ſerious Matters, ariſes from our regard to 
French Taſte in Trifles ; there is no more 
Reaſon that we ſhould follow their #hims,, 
than that we ſhould be directed by their 
Politicks, ——Both are to be ſhunn'd, if we 
know our own Intereſts. | | 

Lady Friendly. But ſeriouſly, Sir Francis, 
do you think that Complaiſance for French 
Modes, can ever prove a ſtep to Slavery ?— 
Methinks that is puſhing the Matter too far. 
— TI may like the Dreſs of a Nation very 
well, without falling in Love with their 
Principles, and change my Gown and Petti- 
caat without fear of changing my Re- 
ligion. . | 

Dr. Heartfree. Very true, Madam. Your 
Ladyſhip judges rightly.—But permit me 
to enquire why the French Taſte is to give 
| 2 Law 


— — 


— 
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Law to ours? — Is it becauſe they are more 


refined? why then perhaps their Notions ought 
to govern us in other Things. Let us 

eak the Truth plainly, —Is not the Power 
of French Taſte derived from a ſecret Senſe 
of Superiority? and ought we not to ſearch 
thoroughly, how well this is founded ! 
Dreſs and Modes are Trif/es in themſelves, 
but Dreſs and Modes govern the unthink- 
ing Part of a Nation, and how great a Part 
that is I need not tell you, Madam, — One 
thing I will take the Liberty of ſaying 
when the Houſe of Auſtria was as great 
as the Houſe of Bourbon is now, Spain 
gave the Mode, our Slaſh-Sleeves and Cloſe- 
Doublets, and the Ruffs and Fardingals of 
your Ladyſhip's Grandmother, came from 
thence.——Thus you ſee Modes are not 


quite ſuch inſignificant things. Flags are but 


inted Silk or Linen, yet where they are 
diſplay' d, we know who commands within. 
Meliſſa. O law! now we are running into 
Politicks,——T can't bear Politicks indeed 
Uncle. 9 
Mr. Snipſnap. Nor J neither, Miſs.— 
Proceed we then to Mrs. Riot. — That, 
Doctor, is a wonderous fine Character. 
So natural —— ſo juſt — and ſo free from 

3 
Dr. Heartfree. Truly I think ſo- 
It's a Character drawn from Life, and that 
nu - makes 


| (21) 
makes it ſo much diſliked, =w—Ridicule 
2 miſapplied is never felt. 
3 Meliſſa. But pray, Doctor, wherein does 
it differ from Mrs. Tattoo. 
Dr. Heartfree, Mrs. Tattoo is, in my 
Judgment Madam, a ſine Lady in her leading- 

Strings; whereas Mrs. Riot is a fine Lady 
2 full grown; the former would be ſhe cannot 
tell what, the latter is the very thing ſhe 
#Z ould be and could not fell. Mrs. Tattoo 
is juſt running wild. Mrs. Riot is come 
to Maturity in Madneſs. The one fills us 
with fear of what ſhe may come 79, and the 
_ * other is the Picture of that of which we are 

. afraid—A Woman of Faſhion equally di/- 
trated in her Notions and corrupted in her 

: Manners. TD 
| Lady Friendly. You are ſatisfied, Nzece, as 
to the Difference of the Characters. 
Meliſſa. I am ſatisfied that the Author's 
a Brute, and makes very bad returns to the 
Ladies for the Obligations he lies under to 
them. Who brought him into Credit? 
Who made him what he is? Was it not 
* our running to Goodman s- Field. Crowd-—- 
ing the Houſe at Drury-Lane, following 
him to Covent-Garden, and crowding even 

that great Houſe too for his Benefits But 

Men will be inſolent and ingrateful, | 
3 Lady Friendly. Very well, Niece. But this 
Man either had Merit, or he had _— 


If he had Merit, he owes what he 7s to Hin. 
If he had none, he owed the Reputa- 
tion of it to the Caprice of the Ladies. 
If ſo, he has Merit now, for he has expoſed. 


felf. 


their Caprices. 
Dr. Heartfree. Excellent, Madam, ex- 


cellent — The Lagician in the Schools does 


not argue cloſer. I ſee your Niece is con- 

vinced, her Looks ſpeak it. 
Meliſſa. That is more than my Te ongue 

| ſhall. In my Judgment Mrs. R:97's is not a 


Character but a Caracatura.— In ſhort it is 


all Outrage. Inſolence, and Diſtortion, a ſcan- 


dalous Reflection on the: innocent Liberties 


of Women in a ſuperior Sphere, who enjoy 


their Freedom and take ſuch Liberties as 


keep the Cares of Life at a Diſtance—If 
Women are naturally. ſuperſtitious or me- 


lancholy, let em fly to Nunneries, or, which 


will do full as well, mope themſelves up in 


ſome. antiquated Country- Houſe ſurrounded | 
with a Moat and covered from the bleak : 
Winds by a Rookery.—— Silence and Soli-- 


tude may bave Charms, and let thoſe who 
like enjoy them.——1 confeſs I'm not of 
the Number, 


| Lady Friendly. Nay, Niece, now you are 
angry, and angry People are always in the 
wrong.—If I were a fine Lady, now I ! 
ſhould either laugh at you or leave you ; __ Mr 


as I never aſpired to that Character, fo I Ke 
wi 


e 
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1 
will tell you my Sentiments, with the ſame 
Freedom you have given us yours. —If in 
this World there can be any thing called 


| Happineſs; Health, Fame, and Fortune 


muſt make the principal Ingredients Now 


my Dear, a fine Lady can never enjoy theſe 


long, Late Hours, a continual Flutter of 


Spirits, and an unceaſing Succeſſion of Paſ- 


ſions, is incompatible with the firſt; then 
Loſſes at Play, and habitual hearing of double 
Entendres, and certain unguarded Seaſons, 


may through her frailty deprive her of the 


ſecond, or, which is almoſt as bad, draw a 
general Scandal, which Malice will miſtake 


for Truth. Want of Oeconomy, multiplied 
Wbims, unforeſeen Expences, the Arts of 
PFlatterers, and a hundred other Incidents, 
will bring down the laſt, let it be ever fo 


great, — See her then in her laſt Stage, 


| plunged in the Vapours, vexed with Affronts, 
aand beſieged with Duns, what think you 
then of @ fine Lady? — ls ſhe the proper 


4 Object of Compaſſion or Contempt? 


Sir Francis Friendly. Aye, Niece, what 


think you then of a Cup of Lethe for 
her? Would it not be preferable to Im- 
Zperial Tea or Citron Water ?!— You hate 
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N the Country: but you have been in the 
Country; and I have obſerved, that you 
aſked the Name of every Town through 


hich you paſſed, and how far we had 
| . to 


(24 'Y 
to go. Why not make the ſame Euquiries 
in the Road of Life ?— Why travel with- 
out conſidering the Journey's End ?— Balls, 
Maſquerades, and Aſſemblies, are, I grant 


I 
3 
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„ you, very agreeable Ts; but if the Paſ- 
1 ſage through them leads to a lonely Cottage, 
1 or an Alms-houſe, methinks this muſt * 3 
m the Pleaſure, _ 3 
| Meliſſa. ] grant it, Uncle ; but we were 7 
wil talking of People above theſe Apprehen- 
| fions. - - 4 
Sir F. Friendly. My Jear Niece, who are 
thoſe ? — Extravagance in low and high : 
5 Life is the ſame. — There is no Fortune 
. that can bear it; if it could, it would not be 
* 8 Extravagance. Do but recollect the Lords 
vi and the Ladies too, that you have known | 
17 undone. — Call to Mind the Shortneſs of 
Piel the Space, and then reflect whether the 
4k momentary Happineſs of two or three Wine | 
100 ters, granting it to be Happineſs, can atone | 
4 for whole Years in Miſery ?—Conſider, that 
N 1 Mrs. Riot talks with the Fit upon her; it is 
1 the Language of that Madneſs that leads to 
171 | this Miſery, and leads to it inevitably. — Na- 
| tural Madneſs is not a ſurer Road to 3 : 
. than this prepoſterous Paſſion for Pleaſure is 
28 to Penury and Penitence. — Or, which is 
1 worſe, to Drinking or Diſtraction. ] 


(29 

Mr. Snipſunap. Don't look fo grave, Miſs, 
a fine Lady has a thouſand Charms, tlic ſe 
Charms will have a thouſand Admirers, 
out of theſe ſhe may make Choice of one 
able to maintain her in the Poſſeſſion of all 
ſhe deſires. It is the Duty of a Husband 
to comply with the Temper of his Wife; a 
fine Lady may always command Obedience; 
and in Conſequence of that every thing elſe. 

L. Friendly. All which amounts to no more 
than this, That if a fine Lady. does not while 
fingle undo herſelf, ſne may all in good Time 
undo her Husband, and through his Fond- 
neſs make him a Sacrifice to her Folly, Is 
not that a hopeful Character? What com- 
fortable Speculations will the former Part of 
ſuch a Life furniſh, in the Silence and So- 
litude that muſt conclude it ? and how ex- 
cellently will a few Years gf Profuſion ſteel 


the Heart againſt all the Anguiſh and Di- 


ſtreſs that is to attend the Sequel !——The 
Remembrance of paſt Luxury, will make 
People wondrous eaſy in a narrow For- 
tune | | 
Meliſſa. Well! all I am able to collect, 
either from the humorous Entertainment, 
or from the moral Remarks upon it, a- 


mounts to no more than this; that the Sight 


of Pleaſure is not more engaging than the 
Purſuit of it is dangerous, — To live out of 
the World is to be buried alive, and to live in 

E the 


3 


( 26 ) 
the World it ſeems is a very difficult thing: 
For my Part, I take the Deciſion of 
ſuch Points to be too difficult for an unex- 

perienced Female Mind; and therefore, 
tho' I have taken the Liberty of ſpeaking my 
Thoughts of the fine Lady upon the Stage, 
yet before I undertake to act the fine Lady 
in Life, I promiſe you, 1 ſhall take the Ad- 
vice of my Friends. — But by the Way, 
there is one Thing I cannot forgive the Au- 
thor ; he makes his fine Lady trip in her 
Expreſſions; and tho' we might not expect 
a fine Lady to ſpeak Senſe, yet ſure, as an 
Engliſh Lady, ſhe might have been allowed 
to talk Engliſb. — That Point, I believe, 
even the Doctor will decide in my Favour. 
Mrs. Riot's keeping high Company 
could not prejudice her Language, tho it 
might her Morals. 1 
Dr. Heart free. There is ſo much got 
Senſe in your laſt Declaration, that I wonld Þ ; 
readily grant you any thing; but perhaps RF: 
a little Explanation will nuke this needleſs, At. 
IM qu muſt conſider, young Lady, that f 
the Character of Mrs. Riot previouſly | 
ſuppoſes wan? of Education, — At leaſt this ff 
is a Compliment the Author very judici= 1 
8 


ouſly pays to the better bred Part of the Sex. 


444M le would give us to underſtand, that 
11 thoſe ſort of Flights enter only empty Heads, i 
TTY take Poſſeflion of unfurnithed Minds, and 

are 
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are the pure Effects of want of true good 
Senſe happily cultivated, 

Mr. Snipſnap. Now the duce take you 
and your Explanations. You will have 
this Author a fine Gentleman, a Wit, a 
Scholar, and the Lord knows what, —He i is 
ever in the right, let him act ever fo ab- 
ſurdly; and with the Help of ſuch friendly 
Excuſes, his very Inſults become Compli- 
ments ; and what he meant for downright 


2? Abuſe, you conſtrue into decent Exhorta- 


tion,— Inſtead of Phyſick, methinks Law 
ſhould have been your Profeſſion, and the 


| 4 very worſt Cauſe in the World would have 
2 proſpered in your Hands. 
© yours would have been guilty. 


No Client of 


Sr F. Friendly, In truth, Mr. Snipſnap, 


you have given us a Caſt of a very different 
kind of Oratory ; for your very Civility is 
2 Abuſe, and your Panegyrick Satire conceal- 
dd. 
here, but upon poor David. 
4 You won't allow him the Benefit of his own 
Thoughts, the Praiſe due to the obvious 
Meaning of his Words, or the common 
Privilege of being underſtood i in the moſt 
2 favourable Senſe, 
kind you were not bred to the Law, for a 
3 Critics without Candour, would in another 
| Station be a Judge without Mercy. 


I do not mean upon my Friend 


It is happy for Man- 


3 Every 
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Every Man had been a Criminal that came 
before you. „ Eh | 
Meliſſa. Let us get to the End of it how- ! 
ever; there is but a Scene or two more. 


What fay you to the Scene of Mr. 
Riot? Is there not ſomething very coarſe in 
his Character; and ſomewhat very ſow in 


that of his Companion ? — Come, Doc- 


tor, there is a new Topick for your Elo- 
quence.——Set me right in this Particular, 
and you ſhall be the Director of my Taſte, 
and the Preceptor of my Studies. 

Mr. Snipſuap. Thank you, dear Miſs, 
you are come in ſeaſonably to my Relief: 
and have fixed upon a Subject that will 
puzzle this Man of Logic and Learning. — 
You may rub your Brows, Doctor, but you 
are fairly caught; nor will all your Wiſdom 
and Wit furniſh you with ſo much as a 
handſome Excuſe for your Favourite's Folly. * 
Come, come, confeſs that his ſmall Genius 
deſerted him, that he had got to the utmoſt 
Extent of his Abilities, and was forced to 
wrap up his brighter Scenes in this filthy 7? 
Sheet of brown Paper.— The Actor ſtumb- 7 
led in his Exit, that's all. 3 

Dr. Heartfree, Sir Francis TI find 
thought right, — You are not only a 
Judge without Mercy, but without Pati- 
ence; the Indictment no ſconer read than 
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you pronounce Judgment, and are for hang- 
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ing a Man without hearing, for fear he 
ſhould prove himſelf innocent. Eh 

Meliſſa. But, dear Doctor, come to the 
Point, it is within five Minutes of Eleven, 
and my Aunt and I are going to ſee Mr. 
What d'ye call em's Paintings. — Give me 
therefore, in few Words, a good Account 
of this Thing, or give it up, What fay 
you ? 

Dr. Heartfree, Why really, Madam, the 
Scene gives a good Account of itſelf. , 


Mr. Riot's Drunkenneſs, is an Appendix to 
his Wife's Foibles. 


You muſt conceive 
him a fond Husband till undone by his Con- 
ſort's Vanity, and then drinking to drown 
his own Cares, and, if poſſible, the Re- 
membrance of her Faults. In this Situation 


| where ſhould you expect to find him, but 


in low Company; and after applying to ſo 
vile a Remedy, what could you expect bet- 
ter than this wild Diſcourſe ?—As for poor 
Sp the Taylor, he is introduced for a Fool, 
talks like a Fool, and tells the Tale of a 
Fool; that he ſuſpects his Wife, and hes 
not the Courage to tell her his Suſpicions. 
It is indeed a Scene of /ow Life, but 
very well introduced, to ſhew the Malig- 
nancy of Corruption, and what an unaccount- 
able Contagion there is in Depravity of Man- 
ners, — Had Mrs. Riot been a PR_ 

. Wo- 


cellent! the 


(30) 
Woman, her Husband had been fober, and 
no more a Companion for Mr. Snip the Tay- 


or than for his own Footman. 


Me liſſa This does not thoroughly ſatisfy 
me, indeed, Doctor. Mrs. Riot may be 
poſſeſſed with A Kind of Madneſs ; the Paſſi- 
on of appearing a fine Lady may be little 
leſs in every Woman affected with it. But 
what has this to do with Mr. Riots Drunk- 
enneſs ?—— Or, at leaſt, what has it to do 
with his being the Companion of his Taylor ? 
— Becauſe the giddy-brain'd Mrs. Riot will 
keep high Company, does it follow that her 


Husband muſt 4e/ef himſelf with lo ? 


Mr. Snipſnap. Excellent, Madam! Ex- 
Logick of the Schools to your 
Reaſoning is Nonſenſe. Now, my learn- 
ed Doctor, for your refined Criticiſm to 


prove to us, that becauſe Madam Riot will 
game with none but Dutcheſſes ; therefore, 
by neceſſary Conſequence — her Spouſe will 


drink with none but Taylors. Demon- 
ſtrate that, thou dear Admirer of Bays the 
younger. 

Dr. Heartfree As a Man need never be 
aſhamed to be ſet right by a Lady, fo the 
good Senſe of a Lady will always defend a 


Man from the Imputation of Incivility who 


ſets Her right, with that Submiſſion that is al- 
ways due to Beauty and to Authority. — 


Give me leave then to ſay. 


Mr. 


Lo ,, 9. 


take his Compliment, 


r 
8 


__ 
Mr. Snipſnap. | Aſide.] Now the Devil 
any kind of Ar- 
gument will do his Buſineſs. — His good 
Breeding has half convinced her already. 
Dr. Heartfree, You will obſerve, Ma- 


dam, that my Friend here, [pointing to 


Snipſuap] puts me upon proving too much, 


there is nothing of neceſſary Conſequence in 


the Caſe; the Point is, Whether the Poet's 
Contrivance be probable or not? — The 
Temper of Husbands in general, are the 


> ſweet, the firm, and the ſullen. Now, 


Mr. Riot's ſeems to be the firſt of theſe ; 
his Tenderneſs for his Wife made him give 
Way to her Foibles, till they had gained 
the Dominion over her; then Remonſtrances 
coming too late, he had endeavoured, ſince 
he could not reclaim his Spouſe, to. conſole 
himſelf. — He had Recourſe to the Lezhe 
of Mortals, frong Liquors. Snip's was 


the ſame Caſe, he had met with the like 


2 Misfortune, and was inclined to the like 
Remedy. Drunkenneſs, Madam, is an 


2 univerſal Leveller ; for the Bottle, the Bed, 


and the Grave, bury all Diſtinctions. 
For my Part therefore, I fee nothing either 


2? abſurd or unnatural in this Scene; and as 


for the Converſation, ſuch as are proper 


Judges, which by the Way I take none of 


this Company to be, ——— allow that it is 
quite in Character; and that the ſame thing 
may 


(32 ) 
may be heard about zo in the Morning at 
Twenty Coffee-houſes in this Neighbour- 
hood; and upon their Report in this Matter, 
(tho' in nothing elſe) I conſent to rely. 

Lady Friendly. 1 muſt confeſs I was at 
firſt of my Niece's Opinion ; but I am now 


convinced the Author has Reaſon on his 


Side; and from what the Doctor has been 


ſaying, I am confirmed in what I have long 


thought, that Domeſtick Misfortunes as of- 
ten ariſe through Female Miſmanagement, 
as from want of Virtue or Honeſty in the 
other Sex, Not that 1 believe Men are 
without Faults, | 
Sir F. Friendly. Far from it, 8 
Experience ſhews us, 
have more Foibles, and Men more V ices. — 
Dr. Heartfree. That is an excellent 


that Woman 


Maxim, Sir Francis; and give me leave to 


add, that the Manners of an Age are in- 
fluenced chiefly by the Ladies. If they are 


virtuous and wiſe, the Men muſt be ſo; for 


they will naturally deſire to be agreeable to : 


the fair Sex.— When Children, we derive 


1 


our Principles from our Mothers; when in 
the Flower of our Age we either court the 
Eſteem, or gratify the Humours of the Fai air 


Ones with whom we converſe; and when 
we enter into Family Engagements, we are 


prudent or Prone as the Temper of our 
Thus, like abſolute Mo- 


Wives direct, 


narchs, 


TOW. 


advanced, and am 
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narchs, we have only the Title to Domini- 
on, and are really the S/aves of thoſe the 
World fancies we command. 

Meliſſa. Very gallant Morality truly! — 
I ſhall think of it, Doctor, — and when- 
ever I have a Propenſity to be a fine Lady, 
ſhall be checked by the Thoughts of mak- 


ing either a Brute or a Sot of my Husband, 


An excellent Memento without Queſti- 
on! Adieu Routs, Drums, and Card Aſ- 
ſemblies. 1 | 

Mr. Snipſnap. Admirable! — The La- 
dies, I ſee, are to be flattered into as well as 
out of their Senſes, I remember a Spanz/h 
Proverb, With the Fair and the Fierce a 


| | | ſmooth Tongue is the beſt Weapon. 


Meliſſa. The Coach is at the Door, Aunt. 
— Good Morrow, Uncle. Gentlemen your 
Servant. 

Lady Friendly. We ſhall be back by two, 


Sir Francis. Gentlemen, Good Mor- 


: [ Exeunt Ladies. 


Sir F. Friendly. Well, now the Ladies 


are gone, I have an Objection or two to 
1 Doctor. Vou muſt know, tho 

am very well ſatisfied with all that you 
perſuaded that the La- 
dies will ſee Leibe the next Time with 


greater Pleaſure, and with abundantly more 


F Pro- 


4 | (C24) 

Profit; yet give me leave to aſk, Whether 
this is a proper Stage Entertainment; and 
in what Light we ought to conſider theſe 

: Dramatick Satires ? 

Mr, Snipſnap. Aye, Dr. Heartfree, let 
us hear that. Tragedies, Comedies, Operas, 
Tragi-Comedies, Paſtorals, Maſques, and 
Farces, with and without Muſick, ] have 
| heard of, ——But for theſe Dramatick Sa- 
788 tires, whence came they ? Did we borrow 
| them from the Greeks or the Romans, from 
the Tralians, the French, or the Dutch, 
Doctor? 4 

Dr. Heartfree. Suppoſe they were our 
own Manufacture, would they be the worfje 2 
N for that ? — But if we may gueſs from 
ii 4s the Sentences that have been preſerved to 
Ph | us by Publius Syrus, it appears that the Ro- 
. mans had ſomething of the fame kind. Be 
1+ that however as it will, Dramatich Satires 
deſerve to be ap proved and improved too, 
becauſe they are a uſeful Kind of Writing. 
| | When the witty Mr. Congreve apolo- 
; | gized for his own Writings, in anſwer to 
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[1 Mr. Collier's Objections, the ſtrongeſt thing 
5 be was able to ſay in Defence of modern 
1 Comedy, was, that, generally ſpeaking, it 
| cloſcd with a moral Refleion i in Verſe, that 
by that left a juſt and uſeful Impreſſion upon 4 
+ the Mind. — Now if there be any Weight - 
1 in this Argument, as I confeſs [ think there 
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is a great deal, then ſurely the Dramatich 
Satire is the beſt contrived Entertainment 
that can be; for let the Play have been 
what it will, the Audience are ſure to leave 


the Houſe with ſomething in their Heads 


worth rememberi ng. 


Sir F. Friendly. Why, I muſt own, that 


it is eee to Pantomimes and Dances, 


which however they might pleaſe, could 
not poſſibly turn to the Profit of any but 
the Performers. This certainly juſtifies 
your Friend as a Manager, becauſe it plainly 
thews, that he meant the pub/ic% Good ſhould 
go along with his 6w7, —— As to his extra- 


ordinary Abilities as an AZor, the ſeveral 


Parts he plays in this Piece are ſufficient 
Teſtimonies. | | 

Mr. Snipſnap. And of his Vanity too me- 
thinks. — Pray allow me that, Doctor; for 
a Man to play three top Parts in the ſame 
Farce, and that Farce his own, — 1s, in my 


ſhallow Judgment, a little extraordinary, 


and not a little fantaſtical, — Under favour, 
Doctor, it was reſerved for this Object of 
your Approbation. | 
Dr. Heartfree. It may be ſo, Sir. But 
fince you will have it fantaſtical, I am glad 


you allow it to be extraordinary, . 


me one that can play theſe three Parts as well, 
and I ſhall allow it to be ridiculous. — Till 


then „it is a Proof that he will ſpare 20 Pains 
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to pleaſe. — In this, I think, N and I 


agree, 

PM Snipſnap. Agree | dear Door, yes'; 
like the Poles, we agree to be as far aſunder 
as pothible. — You admire, and I deſpiſe 
his Parts, — As for his Pains, let him 
write like an 4/s, and toil like a Hor/e, and 


that to the Day of Doom, he ſhall never 
_ pleaſe me. 


You fee how well we agree. 

Sir F. Friendly, J have another Objection 
ſtill, Doctor. — The Whole of this Perfor- 
mance is to me little more than rating of, 
—— That's an Objection that does not lie 
againſt the Toy/hop. 

Mr. Snipſnap. That was in my Head too. 
Why, when all comes to all, Doctor, 
this ſame Dramatick Satire is a downright 
Auttion.—A ſort of Drury-Lane Pyracy up- 
on the Vagaries of the Hay-market, 

Dr. Hearifree, With Submiſſion, Gentle- 


men, there never was an Objection more 


groundleſs. — Taking off Perſons 1s a Re- 
efion, but expoſing vicious Characters is 
truly Dramatick. I admire the Toy- 


ſhop, as much as you * Sir Francis; it is 


a very moral and a very inſtructive Enter- 4 
tainment.— But I remember there was an 
Objection to that too. 3 
Sir F. Friendly, Pray, Sir, what was the 2 
Objection? 3 
Dr, 


_ _ . 1 
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119 Dr. Heartfree. That it was 700 ſerious 
which I think does not at all affect 7bis.—- 

es; It has all the Life and Spirit of a Farce, 

der and at the ſame Time the good Senſe and 


Miſe I Merit of a Satire ; In ſhort, it has that kind 
im © of Salt, that enhances the Merit of Horace. 


nd The Author makes his deſperate Paſſes 
ver when he ſmiles, 

4 ” Mr. Snipſunp. This is paſt all bearing. 
ion Horace and little David upon a level. — 
or- Well, I thank you for that, Doctor. — If 
off, | I can't ruin his Credit with you, I have at 
lie leaſt the Satisfaction of knowing, — hat 


I can ruin yours with all Mankind.—— 
oo. Quintus Horatius Flaccus, after all Doctor 


or, Bentley's pains about him, no better 2 
ght Writer than Squire David of Drury- 
p- Lane! — Farewel to Criticiſm. 
dir Francis Friendly. But, my Friend, you 
le- exaggerate.— The Doctor did not ſay, that 
ore they were equal, or even that they were alike ; 


Ren 4 he only ſaid, that his Favourite David re- 
is ſembled Horace And tho' no doubt he 


„- | meant this as a Commendation, yet I dare 
t is fay, he did not dream of a Parallel. | 
er- Dr. Heartfree, Not in the leaſt, Sir 
an Francis. — ! have as little of the Flatterer 

about me as my Friend here.—I begin to 


think that we have no Chance for Re- 
formation now but from the Stage; and 
therefore I am pleaſed with every thing 
that tends that way. —Exhortation has 

_ 


(33) 
ak loſt its Farce ; but, thanks to Provi- 
dence, Ridicule preſerves its Sting. 

Sir Francis Friendly. I have one thing 
more to offer, which, I muſt confeſs, ſtuck 
with me from the firſt Scene to the laſt, 
and I very much doubt, whether you will 
be able to remove it.—It is this, I cannot 
ſee why the Author has made Choice of 
Aſop, to entertain Mortals on the other 
Side of Styx. In this too, I am the leſs 
fatisfhed, becauſe we have Mercury at the 
Opening of the Piece; who ſeems to have 
been the proper Perſon to have entertained 
ſuch Viſitants.— The Ancients, if I remem- 
ber right, recommended themſelves when 
dying to his Care, becauſe it was under- 
ſtood, that he conducted Souls to the Places 
of their reſpective Abode, 

Dr. Heartfree. Very true, Sir Francis; 
and therefore it ſeems to me, that he would 
not have been the proper Perſon upon this 
Occaſion. —Theſe were not Shades to be 
conducted to their reſpective Dwellings, but 
living Perſons, who by the Favour of Pro- 
ſerpine (an unuſual Favour I muſt confeſs) 
were permitted to paſs and repaſs Styx, 
upon a particular Occaſion.— This, if I am _ 
not miſtaken, is an allowable Diſtinction. 

Mr, Snipſnap. By your leave, Doctor, 
you have not anſwered, but evaded the Ob- 
jection.— Why not Mercury? is one thing, 

ut 


1 
but why hep? is another. So you choſe 
the cafieſt, ——Very judicious, upon my 
Word. 2 2 
Dr. Heartfree. If you had given me 
Time, I had come to the other, —It was 
reaſonable upon ſuch an Occaſion, that the 
Orator ſhould be a Perſon generally known, 
and generally efteemed by Mankind. If 
they were not acquainted with him upon 
firſt Sight, they would have been af @ 
Lojs; and if they knew him, without having 
a Confidence in him, the Knowlege' would 
not have anſwered the Mriter's Purpoſe. —— 
Now in both Reſpects, I cannot recollect 
any fitter Perſon than Æſop; his Shape hin- 
dered any miſtake ; for what Man ever had 
a Form fo diſtinguiſhed? His Character 
was the moſt inviting, humane, beneficent, 
and remarkable for Eaſineſs of Acceſs, — 
Taking all theſe Qualities together, Sir Francis, 
the Author ſeems to be not very much in 
the Wrong. 3 1 
Mr. Snipſnap. No, Sir, in the Wrong! This 
Author never is in the Wrong with you, 
nor any other Man in the Right. You 
compared him juſt now to Horace; have 
not you another fine Writer in your Eye, 
in order to burleſque him by a Compariſon? 
No celebrated Greek or Roman to 
Sacrifice ? | 


| Dr, 


a. 


$40.3 

Dr. Heart fooe: No indeed Sir, I only 

| ſpeak my Mind as you do.——And ſup- 

poſing you in the Right, as to my Prepoſſeſſion 
in his Favour, your * is > altogether 5 
as inexcufable. 

Sir F. Friendly, Well, I give up this Ob- 
jection, on the E of the Reaſons you 
have aſſigned. II have ſomewhat elſe to 
fay, but it's of no great Importance, —and 
therefore let it pals. - 
3 Heartfree. | Nay, Sir Francis, that's 

unkind. I ſhall believe that you fi de with 
my Friend here, and look upon me as a 
partial Judge, inſtead of a diſintereſted 
Critick, —I proteſt to you, Gentlemen, — 

Mr. Snigſnap. Have a Care, Sir! If you 
mean to gain Credit, you muſt ſay More. 
Will you make Oath Sir? 

Sir F. Friendly. Well, Doctor, what I 
was going to ſay was — the Songs do not 
charm me, — the ſecond Stanza in the firſt, 
is not over decent ; there is not much point 
in the ſecond; and as for the third, I don't 
well ſee the Meaning of it. — Beſides, 
Zſ/ep's concluding Reflection diredly con- 
tradicts it. 

Dr. Heartfree, Now, Mr. Snipſnap, you 
and I are Friends; I give up all the Songs 
in a Lump, for the very Reaſons that Sir 
Francis has aſſigned. —I could have wiſhed 


the Entertainment had either been without 
| them, 


(41) 1 
them, or that they had been Letter, for 


the ſake of the Audience. But I ſup- 
poſe they were neceſſary to the Form of the 
Entertainment, and to that Matter is too 
often ſacrificed. Now (turning to Snipſnap) 
am I not impartial? ——— And that too, 
even in your Opinions? 

Mr. Snipſnap. I can't tell. — An Artifice 
perhaps. —in order to ſanctify all you 
faid before. But, to deal ingenuouſly with 
you, I laugh'd at the %, and was leſs 
diſpleaſed with the other wo, than with 
any thing elſe. — So that you ſee, Doctor, 
you and I continue to differ, to the End 
of the Chapter. : | 1 

Sir F. Friendly. But you have anſwered. 
the Objection, much better than the Doctor 
could have done, if he had endeavoured 


It. ——You have convinced me, there might 


be /eme, whom the Songs did not diefe. 
his ſhews it leſs an Abſurdity than 
I imagined. 5 

Dr. Heartfree. But does not excuſe it, 
Sir Francis, the firſt more eſpecially. There 
can be nothing right, that extorts a Bluſh, 
——Congreve's Wit, and Vanbrugb's Hu- 
mour, cannot attone for hat, — nor the Cu/lom 
of the Age, nor any Plea a Poet can 
invent. 

Mr. Svipſnap. Why to you, Gentlemen, 
of nice Morals, it may be ſo. But to 
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us who go to the Play-houſe, merely to 
be diverted, and to kill Time, we can eafily 
pardon ſuch Errors. For my Part, to dea! 


ingenuouſly with you, the Devil 7 Pay, 
or the Virgin UnmasFd, are to me worth 


all the Dramatick Satires in the World. 


I laugh for an Hour, and think no more 
about them. 


Sir F. Friendly, This being your n 


I am thoroughly convinced, that you diſ- 


pute without Acrimony, and contradict with- 
out ill nature. Your Malice to the 
Author is only momentary; and before you 


get to White's, you will have go your 


Diſpute with the Doctor. | 
Mr. Snipſuap. Highly probable indeed, 
Sir Francis. And yet ſome Things have 
paſſed worth remembring.— I love Con- 
tradiction, it affords us Exerciſe while we 


- fit till, and turns Converſation into a Game 


at Tennis. But my Friend, (turning to 
Doctor Heartfree) anſwer me one Queſtion: 


ſeriouſly, and I ſhall be ſo much obliged to 


you, that I will remember that Anſwer, 
if not as long as I live, at leaſt as long as 


I can. — Which, let me tell you, is an 


extraordinary Promiſe from me. 


Dr. Hearifree. (Bowing) Mighty alt 
Sir. — And pray what is this very ſerious 


9 Queſtion : ? 


Mr, 


643) 

MM,. Snipſnap. Why, Sir, I would be 
glad to know, how a ſenſible Man, as you 
are, can expect to be believed, when you 
ſay, you expect a Reformation from the 
Stage? — Contend ſo very warmly for the 
good Senſe and Morality of a little paltry 
Entertainment ? And ſeem to expect 
Leſſons only of Wiſdom and Virtue in a 
Play-houſe? —— Theſe, dear Sir, are to me 
Things incomprehenſible; and all I beg to 
know is, —— Whether you have not been 
as much in 7%, as your humble Servant ? 
Sir F. Friendly. Remember, Dc&cr, you 
are to anſwer him, not only ſeriouſly, but 
ſincerely. . | 
Dr. Heartfree, 1 will, Sir Francis. I can 
aſſure you, Sir, (turning to Snipſnap) that 
I have ſpoke the very Sentiments of my 
Heart. I think Virtue, Beneficence and 
publick Spirit, the Principles upon which 
the Happineſs of Mankind muſt be eſta- 
bliſhed, whether conſidered as Individuals 
or as Members of Society. —For the Pro- 
pagation of theſe Principles, we muſt de- 
pend upon the Pulpit, the Stage, and the 
Preſs —In this light, theatrical Entertain- 
ments are of the greateſt Conſequence. 
Every body knows, that the great End of 
Tragedy is to cleanſe and purify the Paſſions, 
to ſhew us how they contribute -to great 
and glorious Actions, when conducted by 
G 2 - right 
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1: (44) 
right Principles, and become the Source of 
Crimes and Miſeries, when they aſſume the 
Place of Principles, and Men only ſeek to 
gratify them at any Rate, — Hence Poetical 

| Juſtice often becomes eſſential to a Good Play. 

The Deſign of Comedy again, is to cor- 

rect the Fu/lies of Mankind, by ſhewing 

that a Departure from Truth and Rectitude, 
whether from Whim, from Humour, or 
from Conſtitution, is often dangerous, and al- 
ways ridiculous, Hence the Obligation of 
the comic Poet to treat the Manners of Man- 
| kind as they are, and not to introduce Cha- 
racters improper or fititious. — The View 

of Dramatick Satires is to expoſe Vice au- 
thorized by Cuſtom; and in this they differ 
both from Tragedies and Comedies; for they 
do not aſcend ſo high as the former, nor are 
they calculated merely to chaſtiſe the Foibles 
that are the proper Subject of the latter, — 

In ſhort, each of theſe Kinds of Theatrical 

Inſtruction combats a ſeparate Adverſary. 
—— Tragedy ſhews the Blackneſs of Vice, 

Comedy expoſes the Conſequences of Fully and 

Dramatic Satires are calculated to repreſs 

the Tyranny of Faſhion. You ſee, Sir, 


the Motives of my Zeal; and I leave you to 
judge, whether they have not ſome Founda- 


tion. 


Mr. Sripſuap. As you have flated them, 
Sir, —T muſt allow that your Mot ives are 


very 


A FM had oo 289 wn . a 


+> — 11 


„ ne Jon ae 6; 


(45) 
very well founded. —But you will give me 
leave ſtill to think, that the Number is not 
oreat of ſuch as frequent the Theatre upon 
theſe Principles. — ] dare ſay, if any Queſ- 
tion was propoſed between you and I in that 
Houſe, how little Weight ſoever my Argu- 
ments have had here, I ſhould be able to 
cn it there by a vaſt Majority. 
Sir F. Friendly. That may poſſibly be, 

Sir; but as People do not always find what 
they ſeek, ſo it ſometimes falls out that they 
find what they never ſought; therefore 


with what I:7tcntion ſoever a Man comes to 


theſe Entertainments, Care ſhould be taken, 
that what he meets with be wholeſome. = 

Mr. Snipſnap. All this is very true, Sir 
Francis. —That ought to be the Manager's 
Care. But then the young #rongheads of 
our Time will have a Care of their own, — 
For if the Manager's Proviſions are not pa- 
latable, as well as wholeſome, they will turn 
up their Noſes and not care to eat them. — 
In which Caſe he and his Myrmidons muſt 
farve literally, while theirs is only a meta- 
phorical Ab/iznence. | 

Dr. Heartfree. Notwithſtanding I have 
| inſiſted ſo much upon the vſefu/, it was 
ever far from my Intention to exclude the 
pleaſant. I know very well, that preaching 
is not the Buſineſs of the 7. beatre, nor mora- 
lizing directly. — Something of this there 
muſt 
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muſt be, but the % of it the better. 
Inſtruction of this kind is to be convey'd 
imperceptibly, and ought to ariſe rather 

from the good Senſe of the Audience, than 


from the direct Application of the Author 


through the Mouth of the Actor. Nor is 
this ſo difficult as may be imagined; Truth 
like *Light reveals itſelf without any Aſſi- 
ſtance, and if Characters are well marked, 
they will rike the Mind right, and the 
Moral will be convey'd in the Repreſentation, 
—] readily grant you, that the Multitude 
frequent the Play-houſe with a View of be- 
ing pleaſed rather than reformed ; neither 


does any Inconvenience ariſe from hence, 


but quite the contrary.— If the Performance 


be good in its kind, it will leave an Impre/- 
fon; and thoſe who were pleaſed with the 


Repreſentation, muſt, whether they will or 
not, be inſtructed by the Remembrance. 

Sir F. Friendly. Very true, Doftor.— 
This ſhews of Conſequence it is to ſup- 


port a right Taste. — For if the Few will 
but exert themſelves in defending good Plays 


and condemning bad, the Many will follow 
their Examples, without conſidering the Rea- 
ſen.—And thus the Dignity and Uſefulneſs 
of the Stage will be preſerved, even by the 
Suffrage of thoſe who have very little Con- 
ception of its Honour or its Utility, 72 
0 Mr. 


2 (47) 
Mr. Snipſnap, Very plauſible truly.- 
Then you are of Opinion the Men of Plea- 
ure are Dupes to the Men of Senſe ; now that 
[ never thought in my Life ;—and I'll lay 
you fifty Guineas to five, that put it to the 
T rial, we carry the galant Comedy againſt 
the grave, in ſpite of all the Power of the 
Critics. 5 
Dr. Heartfree. There you are quite miſ- 
aken, Friend. Men of Pleaſure will as 
ittle approve of bad Plays as Men of Senſe. 
The only Difference lies here; Men of 
enſe know why they are pleaſed, and Men 
of Pleaſure, provided they are pleaſed, en- 
quire 70 farther. 
/ F Friendly. That is -preciivly the 
aſe, Mr. Snipſnap. — In what paſſes upon 
he great Stage of the World we are all 
(ors, and a Man naturally reſents the que- 
ſtioning his Behaviour. But upon the Stage 
nut Drury-Lane, we conſider others as Actors, 
and ourſelves only as Spectators; and tho'. 
he Tables are very often turned, and the 
Players in Reality act our Parts, yet from 
e Perſuaſion of being diſintereſted, we de- 
ide as if we were really ſo, and approve 
hat Ridicule, which, for the preſent, does not 
urt us. 
Mr. Smpſnap. Upon the whole, I be- 
ieve there is a great deal of Truth, Gentle- 
en, in hat you ſay. 93 or now I think 


of 
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of it, I have read abundance of toofe Plays 
that are never acted. — Some of ShadwelPs 
and Durfey's no-body wouid bear; and I be- 
gin to ſuſpect the Reaſon is, that their 
Pleaſantry is unaccompanied with Meaning. 
So that Tae it ſeems ſupplies the Place of 
Principle, and to avoid being ſtupid one muſt 
preſerve a Regard for Morals. 

Dr. Heartfree. Your Concluſion, Sir, 
is very natural and very juſt.— The Mind 
of Man is ſo contrived, that independent of 
the Bzaſs of his Paſſio tons, Truth and Recti- 
tude will always pleaſe. his was very 
early diſcovered, upon this Foundation ſtands 
the Merit of the Ancients. — This gave Ex- 
cellence to their Works, which have ſtood 
the Teft of Ages. Had it been otherwile, 
they had _ long decried ;—whereas we 
are ſenſible, that in all ſucceeding Ages, in 
Proportion to the Extent of Knowledge, and 
Nicety of Judgment, * have been more 
or leſs efteemed. 

Sir F. Friendly. Give me leave alſo to 
obſerve, that upon the fr Cultivation of 
Arts in every Nation, Authors have, gene- 
rally ſpeaking, worked upon their ow" Stock, 
and have exhibited Pieces fuller of Imper- 
 Jeftions than of Beauties——But by Degrees, 
as Experience diſcovered wherein Excellence 
confiſted, all have recurred either to the An- 


| ctents themſelves, or to the very Rules by 
which 


which they were 


Stage in his Breaft, 
laugh out, yet he laughs heartily within, at 
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guided. —This manifeſtly 
ſhews, that Right and Wrong, Deformity and 
Beauty, Excellence and Inperfection, depend 
not upon the Opinion of Men, but upon the 
Qualities of Things. —— Otherwiſe this could 


never have happened in all polite Nations. 
—Refſt ſatisfied therefore, Mr. Snipſnap, that 


Tafte is no trifling Thing, and that while 
we retain it, in ſpite of the Corruption of the 
Age, Knaves will be abhorred, and Fools 


appear ridiculous. 


Mr. Snipſuap. Upon the Stage, Sir Fran- 
cis, I believe they may. 
Sir F. Friendiy. And while on the Stage, 
every where elſe. — In other Places a thou- 
ſand Circumſtances may concur to oblige 
Men to conceal, or even to difſemble their 
Sentiments. ot, Sir, every Man has a 
and tho' he does not 


Knaves and Fools of every Species. 

Dr. Heartfree. It gives me very great 
Satisfaction, that ſetting out ſo wide of each 
other at firſt, my Friend and I ſhould come 
in fogether at the Cloſe. —T ſhall have the 
better Opinion for the future of the Lovers 
of Contradiction, and ſhall not apprehend it 
a Sign either of ill Nature or Obſtinacy. — — 
Diſputes without Animoſities on either ſide, 
end in finding the Truth, which is what 
both Parties ſeek, tho” in a different way. 


1 Ip 
Mr. Snipſuap. That has been always my 
Sentiment ; and I freely own, that I am 
never better pleaſed than when I meet with a 
Man of Parts and Knowledge who is fenaci- 
ous of his Opinions. For then, by thwart- 
ing him a little I put him upon his Mertle, 
and get out of him in half an Hour more 
than I could have acquir'd myſelf in half 2 
Year. But let us ſee how the Day goes, | 
[looks upon his Watch] I vow almoſt Twelve. 
Two Hours have run away in our talking 
over this Entertainment. Sure we might 
have ſpent our Time better. 
Sir F. Friendly, Very poſſibly we 
might. —— But I think it is at leaſt an 
even Chance, that we might have ſpent it 
worſe. I muſt own I never think Time 
thrown away in Converſation upon any uſe- 
ful Subject, when it is treated with Life and 
Spirit, and at the ſame Time with good 
Senſe and good Manners. What ſay you, 
Doctor, I flatter myſelf you will concur in 
my Opinion? 
Dr. Heartfree. Moſt ſincerely. — T join 
likewiſe with my Friend here, and am firm- 
ly perſuaded, that if molt of the common To- 
picks of Diſcourſe were handled with the 
fame innocent Freedom and honeſt Intenti- 
on that has been ſhewn upon this Occaſion, 
they would be better unde; Hood. And after 


all, what concerns us mere than to gain a 
| thorough 
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3 
thorough Inſight into Human Nature | : 
The common Chit Chat at the C es- ” 
the Weather, the News, the little private 
Scandal of the 7. own, and ſuch like, is a 
real Waſte of Time and of Words. © | 

Mr. Snipſnap. As a Proof of which give 
me leave to obſerve, that it. makes no Im- 
preſſion upon the Memory. ll have often re- 
marked, that upon being aſked at Dinner 
what I have heard in the Morning, J have 
often been at a Loſs to recollect any thing 
of the Matter; and when with ſome 
Trouble this has been effected, I have found 
it of ſo little Conſequence that I was a/ham- 
ed to repeat it; whereas many Things I 
have heard this Morning will tick with me 
a long Time, and furniſh a rational Amuſe- 
ment when I take a ſolitary Walb in the Park. 
Sir F. Friendly. The Doctor and I are 
much obliged to you. But now you talk of 
Walking, Mr. Snipſnap, I ſhould be glad to 
take a Turn with you; and if you are not 
otherwiſe engaged, Gentlemen, you would 
do me a particular Favour, if you would 
return hither and take a Family Dinner. — 
What ſay you, the Ladies will be back by 
Two? 

Mr. Sni pſnap. 1 am entirely at your Ser- 
vice, Sir Francis, and think the Obligation 
| wholly on my Side. I hope, Doctor, we 
ſhall 
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ſhall have your o — Tho" I 
afraid we han ore Sean in haſte. OY 

Dr. Hearifree. 1 55 a little Bu finels 
to diſpateh, which will hinder my attend- 
ing you to the Park, but you may depend 
upen me-at Two, or a Quarter after.——— 
As to Diſputes, my good Friend, you and I 
can hardly avoid them.—We are naturally 
warm, and tho' we ſhould reſolve to keep 

clear of them as much as poſſible, our Tem- 
pers 3 axe not ſuffer the Agreement to be 


of any long Duration. 
M58 Smipſuap. Nay, if that is your Reſo. 
Jution——Contr adiftion is the Word — —and 


Wrangling will enſue. 
4 Dr. Flory tfree. Adien, - Selber un 


- Sir E Friendly and Mr Sniphnop. A Lic 
gear Decker, * e 5 
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